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ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 
Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [10.09 am] — without notice: I 
move — 

That this house recognises the significance of the 100th anniversary of the ANZAC landing at Gallipoli 
and supports — 

(a) the continued recognition of Anzac Day as a solemn commemoration of the sacrifice 
of all service men and women; 

(b) the recognition of those returned service men and women who live with mental and 
physical health problems; and 

(c) the recognition of the sacrifice and suffering experienced by the families of service 
men and women serving overseas. 

Depending on where in the chamber members sit, normally on a Thursday morning we would either be 
condemning or congratulating each other. On Thursday mornings we tend to focus on holding each other to 
account on matters political. As one of my colleagues described it, we talk about ourselves. Today is not a 
normal Thursday morning; it is the Thursday before the centenary of the landing at Gallipoli peninsula and what 
became known as Anzac Cove so it is appropriate that we do something different. It is appropriate that we 
commit to keep recognising Anzac Day as a solemn commemoration of the sacrifice and it is appropriate that we 
commit to support those who have returned from acts of service, be it in war, peacekeeping or police action, and 
live with mental and physical issues. It is also appropriate that we continue to support the families of those who 
have lost loved ones and those who have returned with ongoing issues who need our recognition and support.  

A terrible and ultimately failed attempt to break through the Turkish lines on the peninsula began on 25 April 
1915. It says something about us that we choose not to celebrate a great victory, but to celebrate what was a 
failure. Other members may have watched this week, as I did, the ABC program Why Anzac, which featured 
Sam Neill, who strides both New Zealand and Australia, although of course we claim him as Australian. He 
spends half his time in New Zealand and the other half in Australia. The program provided insightful 
commentary on both our national psyches. At one point during the show he talked about—we would all have 
experience of this—travelling around the world, particularly in European countries, but also in the United States, 
and seeing memorials to great war heroes and great battles. Australians and New Zealanders do not focus on 
those things on Anzac Day; rather, we focus on what was effectively a failed military exercise. I think it goes to 
our national psyche of calling a spade a spade, of being direct, of not getting above ourselves and of—I do not 
know whether this is a word, but if it is not, I will create it—“ratbaggery” because we challenge authority. It 
goes to what makes us different from those particularly in the older European countries, because we celebrate 
and focus on a campaign that failed as a result of the terrible leadership of those in charge.  

The four years of World War I have been described as marking a deep and permanent shift in our nation. The 
number involved is enormous with more than 400 000 Australians enlisting. Of those, 32 231 came from 
Western Australia; indeed, Western Australia provided the largest percentage of any of the states with 9.9 per 
cent of our population enlisting in World War I, with the next highest being New South Wales at 8.8 per cent. 
Four years after the war began, 60 000 Australians had died and many more were hospitalised and suffered 
ongoing and often silent consequences. When the war was over, more than half of the Australian soldiers who 
survived were discharged as medically unfit and those who were not discharged as medically unfit did not come 
back unscathed. Sixty per cent of those who returned applied for war pension assistance in the post-war period 
because they needed assistance with ongoing health problems. We have all heard the stories, even among our 
families, of those who never spoke about the war and who never sought assistance. To put those numbers into 
perspective, Australia’s casualties were almost 65 per cent. There are 36 members in this chamber and another 
four or five staff members, which is 40-odd people. If we apply that 65 per cent to the number of people in this 
chamber, 27 of us would not come back. That is an enormous number and it would have enormous 
consequences. Indeed, an enormous number of the population were deeply and permanently affected by the war.  

Much has been written about the day and students of history would know this, but on 25 April 1915 members of 
the Australian Imperial Force landed at Gallipoli with troops from New Zealand, Britain and France. This began 
a campaign that ended with the evacuation of troops on 19 and 20 December 1915. Following Gallipoli, 
Australian forces fought campaigns on the Western Front and in the Middle East. Throughout 1916 and 1917, 
losses on the Western Front were heavy and gains were small. The Australians reached the peak of their fighting 
performance on 4 July 1918 in the Battle of Hamel. From 8 August, they took part in a series of decisive 
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advances until Germany surrendered on 11 November. The First World War remains for Australia, as it remains 
for many nations, the most costly conflict in terms of casualties and deaths. With a population of fewer than 
five million people, 416 809 men enlisted in the war—although there were no women fighting in the war, they 
certainly served in the nursing, ambulance and medical corps—and of those, 60 000 were killed and 156 000 
were wounded, gassed or taken prisoner. It was an extraordinary episode in our military history  

The motion before us today refers to the need to recognise those returned service people who live with mental 
and physical issues. Today we describe it as post-traumatic stress disorder or syndrome; it has been called many 
things over the years. The most obvious demonstration I saw of post-traumatic stress that I witnessed when I was 
growing up came from the Vietnam veterans. For my generation—I am 53—post-traumatic stress was evident in 
the older brothers of the girls with whom I went to school. I did not have an older brother; I was the oldest in my 
family. When I was 10 years of age and we were living in Sydney, the brother of the girl down the road was 18 
or 19 years of age, so 10 years older than us. I distinctly remember when he came back from Vietnam, because I 
was at her house and the message was that we should be quiet because her brother was back and he was not well. 
We were not told what the issue was, just that we had to be quiet. There was nothing physically wrong with him, 
but he was suffering as a result of what he had seen in Vietnam. A group of 10-year-old girls cannot be told to be 
quiet—it just does not work! After finding a musical instrument, we kept playing the same song over and over 
again—that would have done my head in; I cannot imagine what it did to that poor young man—and we got into 
trouble. That is my first recollection of the impact of what happened to those who came back after fighting in 
Vietnam.  

The interesting thing that I have observed is that many Vietnam vets get help to deal with their issues from 
men’s sheds. The men’s shed with which I am most closely involved is Canning Men’s Shed. I remember one of 
the first times I went there when a man came up to me—he was a Vietnam vet and is still actively involved in the 
Canning Men’s Shed—and said, “It’s really simple, Sue, why this place is important. I wouldn’t be alive if not 
for the support I get coming here every Wednesday and Friday morning”. He lived alone and did not have family 
support. The Canning Men’s Shed helped him work his way through the issues that face many men of his 
generation who survived the Vietnam exercise.  

Last Friday, a very close friend of mine attended the funeral of her nephew who, while working for the Navy in 
far north Queensland, committed suicide over the Easter weekend. He was a long way away from his family who 
live in Tasmania. We ask people who serve in the defence forces to be separated and isolated from their families. 
We put them in circumstances of enormous stress—enormous stress. We put them in an institution where still, 
despite best efforts, the culture of speaking up about being different or speaking up about being unwell or 
mentally unwell is seen as a sign of weakness or failure, and then we wonder why we see story after story of 
families, for the most part, speaking up after the death of a loved one who suicided as a result of the combination 
of circumstances that we put them in. Families find that they did not even know that there were issues and that 
the support services are not adequately in place. We need to do more about that. I know the Australian Defence 
Force is desperately trying to tackle that issue and that the sensitivity with which my friend’s family was treated 
after that death was appropriate, but it is still the case that we need to look at far better supports for those people.  

I like the way that we in Australia celebrate Anzac Day. I like the fact that, for example, last weekend the City of 
Canning had a fantastic art and performance event down at the Shelley foreshore. My colleague Hon Kate Doust 
attended that, and I am sure many others did as well. It was a fantastic event in many ways, not the least of 
which was because the purpose of it was to celebrate the culture of the Turkish and Australian nations. At one 
point I was standing there taking a picture of this row of flags—the Australian flag and a whole series of Turkish 
flags. A Turkish man came up to me and said, “You’re quite right, we should take a picture of that because that 
symbolises how far our nations have moved.” Of course, there was that most poetic of Turkish leaders who in 
the immediate aftermath said those beautiful words about looking after the sons of Australia who died on his 
land. The event down on the Shelley foreshore was a celebration of those two cultures. There were beautiful 
performance pieces, there was fabulous Turkish food, and there was, for those who remember him, Hon Tom 
Stephens performing as part of the choir, which I did not get to stay and see—which is maybe a good thing, I do 
not know.  

Hon Ken Travers: Some of his speeches in this place were music. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: Were they?  
Anyway, it was a fabulous event, and I do not mean to be unkind to Tom because he and Anne have moved on 
with their lives and are spending a lot of their time in choirs and performing; I know they really enjoy it. The 
point I was making was that all over Australia there are events like the one organised by the City of Canning, 
with people coming together and, in a celebration often around good food and art, focusing on what we need to 
focus on around not only what is a very serious issue, but also celebrating how far on we have moved.  
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One of the fantastic things about the event down at the Shelley foreshore was what two friends of mine were 
involved in—an organisation called Turbans and Trust; a little organisation that started in 2012. The turbans that 
Sikh men wear are obvious in our community, and at a time when some people in our community misunderstand 
what multicultural policy brings to our nation, they are focused on the Sikhs as somehow being associated with 
what they see as the impact of the troubles in parts of the Middle East. In response to that, the Sikh community 
in Western Australia established this fantastic organisation that goes to a variety of public events with a whole 
bunch of beautifully coloured pieces of material and invite people to wear a turban. A person ties the turban with 
someone from the organisation. The two people take this very long piece of material around, and as it is being 
wrapped around their head by what the organisation calls the “turban engineers”, the turban engineer is talking to 
the person about the significance of the turban and the critical elements of Sikh culture. It is free, and at the end 
of it what the person is asked to do is to take a picture, which is then put on its website. The Turbans and Trust 
website has all these fabulous pictures of people from all sorts of different nationalities who would not normally 
wear a turban wearing brightly coloured turbans. That is just one example of the way our country—these days 
and particularly around the centenary—has focused on acknowledging the huge cost of war to our nation, the 
contribution of the returned services to our community and how our cultures that were of once at war are now 
able to work together in peace. 
The reason I could not stay at the function down at the Shelley foreshore was that I was going to the centenary 
dinner at the Riverton RSL. I proudly wear the Riverton RSL badge today. The main speaker at the Riverton 
RSL dinner on Saturday night was a gentleman who served in World War II. He put his age up to go to war, was 
discovered to be underage and, much to his chagrin, was sent back to Australia. As soon as he was legally of age 
he went back to serve and is still with us today and able to talk at the function about the importance of 
recognising Anzac Day. I know that there are many others who want to speak on this, so I conclude my remarks 
by saying that it is sometimes easy for people to be a bit glib about Anzac Day, to see it as somehow a 
glorification; those debates have been going on for years in our country about whether it is, in fact, a 
glorification of war. In the celebrations that I have been involved in my time in public life, and as a child when 
we used to be taken to the Anzac march through the streets of Perth, I do not see that. I see people from many 
cultures living in Australia generally trying to recognise that the outcome of war is a terrible cost for many, and 
that the incentive to always strive for peace is as great as it has ever been in that we ought not forget those who 
have given a sacrifice by serving for us and that we ought make sure we do everything we possibly can to 
continue to support them and their families who are bearing the consequences of their family member’s decision 
to serve to make sure that our country’s place in the world is protected. With those comments I hope that others 
will speak in support of the motion. 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.28 am]: I stand to support this 
motion, and the one that will follow it, and I thank both the Leader of the Opposition and 
Hon Robyn McSweeney for giving this chamber the opportunity to recognise the significance of Saturday, 25 
April 2015 in terms of the fact that it will be the centenary of Anzac Day and all that it represents. We all have a 
unity of purpose here. Anzac Day should not be seen as a glorification of war; it was never intended that way. 
Anzac Day has and always will be recognised as a day for us to show our gratitude for those who have served 
our nation to ensure that we are what we are today: a free democratic pluralistic society that is a result of the 
sacrifice, and, in some instances, the ultimate sacrifice, of literally tens of thousands of Australians who have 
come before us and unfortunately will come in the years after next Saturday.  

I will not go through the mechanics or the details specifically with regard to Anzac Day, or the genesis of Anzac 
Day on 25 April 1915. Suffice to say, of course, that must have been a horrific experience for those tens of 
thousands of Australians and New Zealand soldiers who landed at Gallipoli. The aim of the exercise was to open 
up the Dardanelles for the Royal Navy, and ultimately to take Constantinople, now Istanbul, in an attempt to win 
the war for the Allies. We declared war on the day war was declared from Great Britain, because we were of 
course—dare I say it—very closely aligned to Britain in those days, much closer than we are today. In fact, the 
Prime Minister at the time, Andrew Fisher, said — 

Australians will stand beside our own to help and defend her to our last man and our last shilling. 

That shows the dedication of Australia to Britain at that time. We have moved on a lot since that time, of course, 
although we are still very closely attached to Britain for a host of reasons, but in those days the concept that we 
would not support Britain against the Germans in 1914 was unthinkable. 

Having said that, we probably came out of World War I a completely different nation from the nation that went 
into World War I, because we came out of World War I as a nation of great stature. We were recognised 
internationally as a nation of extremely proud, dedicated, brave soldiers and citizens; and I mean citizens across 
the board, because the Australian nation as a whole committed to that war effort to provide a bastion for 
freedom, which is exactly what we thought we would be doing by dedicating ourselves to that cause.  
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As a result of that, of course, the Anzac legend was born in 1915. It was actually born at that time. That was at a 
time when we recognised that as a nation we could stand on our own two feet; that as well as fighting for Britain 
we could fight for ourselves; and that we as a nation were Australians. That, in itself, is exactly what the spirit of 
Anzac Day is all about. I have to say that it was first commemorated in 1942 at the National War Memorial, but 
prior to that it was recognised as Anzac Day from 25 April 1915. However, the actual commemoration did not 
come until some days later. It has evolved to what we have today, which is a genuinely Australian day, and it is 
so good to be a part of an Anzac Day. I am sure that each and every person in this chamber has been a part of it 
and will be a part of it in the weeks leading up to the centenary. They will go to a dawn service or a ceremony on 
the actual day or previous to it. They will go to a school ceremony, which I will come to in a moment. They will 
go to reunions for the soldiers themselves and to two-up events. Certainly I remember how big two-up was in 
Kalgoorlie at that time, but it traverses right throughout the nation now, not just in Kalgoorlie and the likes. 

The marches through the streets are symbolic of exactly what Anzac Day is to us as Australians. It is recognition 
of the sacrifice of our soldiers and also of what we are as a nation. It is also a time to reflect and pay gratitude to 
those who have fought for our nation; to those who made the ultimate sacrifice, to those who were wounded and 
to those who contributed to the war effort in any shape or form. It is also an opportunity for us to show gratitude 
to the families of those left behind, particularly the mums, the dads, the wives, the husbands and the children of 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice and those who are suffering as a result of their efforts in the war—in any 
war. 

To put a bit of perspective on our contribution to war, Mr President, we have been significant contributors to a 
number of conflicts. I do not say this lightly and I do not say this as a matter of pride, because the fact that we 
lost even one soldier is, in itself, a shame. However, the simple fact of the matter is that it shows the dedication 
of Australia, as I said, and as Australians to our way of life. Prior to World War I, of course, we were involved in 
conflicts in Sudan, South Africa and the Boxer Rebellion. Then from World War I, when we lost more than 
60 000 soldiers, male and female, there were 35 000 deaths from all causes in the Second World War; 339 deaths 
in the Korean War; 36 deaths in the Malayan emergency; 15 deaths in the Indonesian confrontation; 496 deaths 
in the Vietnam War; and 41 deaths to this point in the conflict in Afghanistan. Those figures do not include those 
who were wounded or maimed or those who have suffered as a result of those conflicts. With that in mind, it is 
important that we remember those who served the nation and that we pay tribute to them; and I believe that is 
exactly what Anzac Day is all about. I really wish that those who have an issue with Anzac Day because they 
deem it a glorification of war would rethink their attitude towards this day. It is a magnificent day in the history 
of Australia in recognising, as I said, the sacrifice and the contribution of literally tens of thousands of 
Australians over the past 100 years. 

As for recognition of Anzac Day in contemporary society, unfortunately for a number of decades, particularly in 
the 1960s and 1970s, there was an enormous amount of disquiet from some quarters of the Australian 
community against the Vietnam War and less of an inclination to recognise Anzac Day and all that it stood for. 
Equally, fortunately, we have overcome that attitude and now really do give due credit to Anzac Day and all that 
it represents. I certainly remember as a young boy—I was a cub and a scout in Kalgoorlie—proudly marching 
down Hannan Street with the RSL and the soldiers. Quite frankly, I did not really know what it was all about in 
those days until the latter years of my adolescence. However, I do remember the gratitude that was shown by the 
soldiers I marched with on those days. When we went back to the RSL club for a mexicola, they used to tell us 
stories. That is a fact. They used to tell us the stories of the war, and that is when I became very attracted to the 
notion of Anzac Day personally. Fortunately, our schools now embrace and are very engaged with Anzac Day. 
Most schools throughout our community now have their own dedicated Anzac ceremonies—and it is wonderful. 
I am sure most members of this place will be attending Anzac ceremonies tomorrow. The ceremonies give 
students an opportunity to recognise, but more importantly to understand, what Anzac Day is all about. 

We have a program in Western Australia that was introduced by Alan Carpenter to send a number of our 
students on a trip to theatres of war overseas. The program has taken students not only to Gallipoli but also to 
France, England, Greece, Belgium, Turkey and Malaysia. 

The PRESIDENT: Geoff Gallop introduced it. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I apologise; Geoff Gallop introduced it. Alan Carpenter was the education minister at 
the time. Geoff Gallop introduced the program and I understand that Mr President went on one of those trips on 
one occasion. 

Thirty-two students will go to Gallipoli and will be part of the dawn service on Saturday, and I am delighted that 
they are going. I am a little disappointed that I will not be there. I had every intention of going and taking along 
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with me the shadow Minister for Education, Hon Sue Ellery, but the federal government in its wisdom decided 
that we were not to go. I am not quite sure why that is the case and I am disappointed. 

Several members interjected. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: I am very disappointed with that decision. It was certainly not a political act. I feel 
that it would have been appropriate that we went with those 32 students. Regardless of that decision, this is not 
about that situation. 

We have numerous opportunities to engage in Anzac Day ceremonies over the next few days in particular. I 
know that other members will make mention of those events, and I will mention a few now. I know that 
Hon Robyn McSweeney will make particular mention of that magnificent centre in Albany. However, for the 
benefit of members, I will go through a few of the events that they may like to be engaged in over the next three 
days. 

First of all, there is the National Anzac Centre, as I said, which Hon Robyn McSweeney will speak about at a 
later stage. On 1 November 2014, the Premier joined the Australian and the New Zealand Prime Ministers to 
officially open the National Anzac Centre in Albany. This marked the centenary of the Australian and New 
Zealand troop convoys’ departure from Albany’s King George Sound for the First World War. The centre was 
funded by $2.65 million from the state government and $7.95 million from the federal government. The total 
visitation from opening on 1 November 2014 until the close of business on 24 March 2015 was 38 585—97 per 
cent of the financial year target of 39 825. The National Anzac Centre was nominated by Lonely Planet as one of 
the top 26 places to visit worldwide. The City of Albany is now maintaining operation of the centre. I highly 
recommend to anyone who has not been there to go and have a look. In addition to that we recently had The 
Giants in 2015. In February, around 1.4 million people watched the giants enact the tale inspired by the Anzac 
story of the young girl in the Breaksea Island lighthouse who became the last human contact in Australia for 
troops leaving for Gallipoli. 

In the metropolitan area over the Anzac period, particularly on Anzac Day, RSLWA will be hosting major 
commemorative events within the city centre that are expected to attract more than 100 000 people over three 
days. The $1.5 million Lotterywest grant will support a bigger than normal Kings Park dawn service, Perth 
Anzac Day parade and a gunfire breakfast at Stirling Gardens. The dawn service is at Kings Park and Botanic 
Garden from 5.50 am to 7.00 am. The dawn service will be conducted at the State War Memorial on Fraser 
Avenue. A bigger than normal dawn service is being planned with increased viewing and screening areas for up 
to 30 000 extra people. There will be a gunfire breakfast at Stirling Gardens on St Georges Terrace from 7.00 am 
to 9.00 am. The community is invited to attend for a gold coin donation to share the spirit of Anzac Day. There is 
the parade, of course, through Perth city streets from 9.30 am. There will be a commemorative service in the 
Supreme Court Gardens from 11.00 am. There is also the 100 Years of ANZAC community event at the Perth 
Cultural Centre on Saturday, 25 April from 12.00 pm to 4.00 pm and on Sunday, 26 April and Monday, 27 April 
from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. 

I could go on, but I am mindful of the fact that other people want to speak, so I will stop there. Suffice to say, 
there is an enormous amount happening over the next three days for Western Australians in particular to be 
involved in Anzac Day to show their gratitude for those who have served the nation over the last 100 years and 
before. It is a recognition of the commitment and the sacrifice of all those people and their families, and those 
who they left behind. Can I say to each and every one of those dedicated soldiers and service persons, and to 
their families, a sincere and heartfelt thank you. 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan) [10.42 am]: Anzac commemorations, particularly the 
centenary of the landing of troops at Gallipoli, are an opportunity to remember all of those who gave their 
service. Acknowledgements for contributions to wartime services are usually, and justifiably, measured in terms 
of bravery. However, bravery also extends beyond the battlefields to the horrific scenes of field hospitals and 
ships and rehabilitation centres here and overseas. Bravery also extends to the work done on the home front. It 
extends to the everyday people who went beyond their usual ken to make their contributions. It is those people 
who we honour today as well.  

An example of this is a project being undertaken by Mount Lawley Senior High School students, local Rotary 
groups and the Mount Lawley Society. It is an important undertaking to document local Mt Lawley World War I 
service personnel during this Anzac centenary year. They are currently seeking information about local Mt 
Lawley service personnel from 1914 to 1918. The Mount Lawley Society archiving group is documenting that 
and keeping all of that information together, along with information about local people throughout history in Mt 
Lawley and local houses. It is a fantastic project and I congratulate all those involved in that. The Mount Lawley 
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Society newsletter has published stories of local Mt Lawley people in their last couple of editions. It piqued my 
interest because these were ordinary working people from the local area who made an important contribution. I 
will quote one example from the Mount Lawley Society newsletter. It states — 

… Arnold George McComish (born 1891) who worked as a blacksmith in the railways workshop at 
Midland Junction and lived in Maylands. He married Violet Andrew in 1911; the couple had two 
children. Arnold joined the 1st AIF in 1915 and trained as a sapper at Sydney and in Egypt. He then 
went to France as a member of the 3rd Field Engineers Company and plunged into the grim, costly 
fighting on the Somme. Sapper McComish was killed instantly by an artillery shell at Pozieres, July 23, 
1916. As a report said: “he did his duty nobly and well”. 

In addition, his brother Leo McComish also served in World War I after having served an apprenticeship with 
Western Australian Government Railways. The project group has identified that he was almost certainly 
underage when he enlisted. That family gave a great contribution on behalf of our country. 

However, people were often excluded from wartime service. Aboriginal people, for example, at the time of 
World War I were not considered citizens by this country, were not entitled to vote and were actively excluded 
from society in many ways, in particular from war service. The South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council, 
referring specifically to World War I, points out that Aboriginal people were actively rejected from enlisting on 
the grounds of race. That race ban was applied exclusively to Aboriginal people. Although the ban was in place, 
Aboriginal people still enlisted. Many joined as Maori or as Indians and many claimed that they did not know 
who their parents were in order to enlist. So they rejected their cultural heritage in order to contribute to war 
service. At other times, their heritage was simply avoided and they were enlisted by the Army and noted as 
having a dark complexion with dark eyes. For those who did enlist and saw war service, they returned to 
Australia after the war but were not entitled to the same entitlements as their non-Aboriginal comrades, such as 
housing and other services. On returning to Australia, they were excluded once again from Australian society. 
The South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council gives an example of one soldier, John Fitzgerald, who enlisted 
and went to France during World War I. He won the British War Medal and the Victory Medal and returned to 
Australia as a non-citizen, not a hero like his fellow European soldiers. In my mind, John Fitzgerald was a hero. 

I also acknowledge the work of John Schnaars and the Honouring Indigenous War Graves organisation that do a 
fantastic job throughout Western Australia identifying the graves of returned Aboriginal soldiers where they lie 
unrecognised. The organisation raises money and places headstones on those graves to acknowledge the war 
service of those Aboriginal soldiers. To date, over 60 headstones have been placed on the graves of Indigenous 
soldiers throughout Western Australia. I acknowledge their hard work. 

Women, too, have been involved in war service at all times, throughout all conflicts. However, all too often their 
service has not been recognised or has been played down in the face of the greater bravery. Today is a chance to 
correct that historical imbalance as well. Much of women’s service in the war, particularly World War I, was as 
nurses and ambulance operators. Indeed, the first bravery awards for Australian women were given to four 
nurses. According to the Women in Action webpage, sisters Clare Deacon, Dorothy Cawood and Alice Ross-
King and staff nurse Mary Derrer each received the Military Medal for risking their lives to rescue patients 
trapped in burning buildings after a German raid on the Western Front in France in 1917. A Western Australian 
nurse wrote to her sister of the conditions in which they worked during World War I. I quote — 

We look forward to our letters on mail day. Of course we can never make our letters sound as cheerful 
as yours. 

Writing to her sister Muriel back home — 

I am sure you will understand why when I tell you that we are surrounded by sadness and sorrow all 
the time ... do you know, Muriel, that as many as 72 operations have been performed in one day in our 
hospital alone ... you could not imagine how dirty the poor beggars are, never able to get a wash, mud 
and dirt ground in and nearly all of them alive with vermin. 

That was the experience of one Western Australian nurse, Gertrude Doherty. 

Of course, women not only worked at the front in nursing and other caring roles and kept the home fires burning, 
but also back in Australia worked in factories, on farms and in stores as well as in the home. For the local Mt 
Lawley people, for example, for Aboriginal service people, and for women who gave their service, lest we 
forget. 

HON DAVE GRILLS (Mining and Pastoral) [10.51 am]: I thank Hon Sue Ellery for bringing on this motion 
and acknowledge her comments and those of others who will speak on it today with regard to this most 
important time in Australian history. 
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Having served as a part-time and full-time soldier, I consider myself fortunate that I was not called to war; 
however, like every member of the Australian Defence Force, I would like to think I did my bit. During this time 
we will honour those who served and those who still serve, celebrate the Anzac centenary, and remember our 
own, allies and former enemies who gave their lives. 

What is it that makes us remember the landing at Anzac Cove? Professor Bruce Stevens of Charles Sturt 
University believes Anzac spirit is a digger spirituality, meaningful to almost all Australians, and enshrines 
recognisable values that are meaningful to almost all Australians. According to Professor Stevens, spirituality 
generally has positive associations. It is contemporary, creative, and comes with less baggage than religion. 
People can have personal values and practise whatever brings out the best in them. Whether it is a kind of 
spirituality or not, I agree that there is a bond—something that brings people together and makes them one. Our 
diggers relied on this bond at Gallipoli; however, I believe this bond has been evident amongst our defence force 
from the Boer War to the war in Afghanistan. I can only suppose that this esprit de corps and feeling of 
belonging may have been enough to quell the fear and make ordinary people disregard their personal safety and 
do remarkable things. 

During the 1960s and the unpopular Vietnam War, Anzac Day commemorations lost their appeal, but it is 
curious to see that dawn services and marches have drawn new crowds, including the young. Clearly something 
resounds—the spirituality meaningful to almost all of us perhaps. 

I would also like to talk about the Battle of Kapyong in Korea. The Korean War does not get much recognition; 
however, Australians fought bravely there. On 23 April at the Battle of Kapyong in Korea, the 3rd Battalion, 
Royal Australian Regiment, and the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry took on the Chinese regular 
army. During this battle, Captain Reg Saunders—Officer Commanding, C Company, 3 RAR—said, “At last I 
felt like an Anzac and I imagine there were 600 others like me.” Reg Saunders was the first Aboriginal 
Australian to be commissioned as an officer in the Australian Army. He died on 2 March 1990. The 3rd Royal 
Australian Regiment and the Canadian Light Infantry were awarded the US Presidential Distinguished Unit 
citation for their actions. The 3 RAR went into this position to rest on Anzac Day and noticed a heap of Korean 
people coming through the pass they were defending and thought: why is this? Shortly after that, quite a number 
of the Chinese army followed. We beat them, and sent them back. 

We must ensure that the spirituality survives. This spirit will keep the sacrifice of the Australian and New 
Zealand Army Corps in our memory, support our veterans damaged by war, and comfort those who have lost 
loved ones. Inscribed on the Tomb of the Unknown Australian Soldier is “He is all of them. And he is one of 
us.” Lest we forget. 

HON ADELE FARINA (South West) [10.55 am]: This Anzac Day we will commemorate it being 100 years 
since Australian and New Zealand soldiers landed at Gallipoli, but really it is the beginning of a four-year 
commemoration of centenary anniversaries as we remember the various battles throughout the Great War. As 
Hon Sue Ellery has already outlined, with a population of fewer than five million people, over 415 000 men from 
Australia enlisted to fight in World War I, of whom more than 60 000 were killed, 156 000 were wounded, 
gassed or taken prisoner, and an estimated 8 000 died as a result of injuries, war-related illness or suicide in the 
immediate years following the war. They are startling statistics that really encapsulate the horror and the tragedy 
of that period. The Leader of the House raised the issue of some people not supporting the commemoration of 
Anzac Day because they view it as a glorification of the war. I would like to reiterate his sentiments by saying 
that I do not see it that way. It is not a glorification of war; it is an opportunity for us to commemorate the 
sacrifices of those who gave their lives so that we can enjoy the lives that we live today. 

I have to confess that I did not study history at high school; I was more inclined to the sciences and I spent my 
time in physics and chemistry rather than studying history. It was only in my adult life that I became interested in 
learning more about the war years and the history of Australia. It is difficult to imagine what those soldiers 
actually went through when we learn about trench warfare and all that it entailed. It was horrific. It is horrific 
that we expected people to live and fight in those conditions. Although it is often said that any future war will 
not be fought in the trenches—hopefully there will not be a future war—I suspect that at some level trench 
warfare will always be a component of any war. But the conditions they were expected to live in were horrific. 
Often they had very little food, and hygiene was not a consideration at all really. It is amazing that a lot more 
soldiers did not die simply from the conditions they were expected to tolerate. 
In remembering the soldiers who fought during those years, we also need to remember the women who 
contributed to the Great War effort. Again, I found it staggering to learn about the circumstances in which many 
of those nurses and doctors had to undertake their service. They would have seen many, many horrific injuries 
and dealt with things beyond our imagining, especially those nurses and doctors who were stationed very close 
to the front. We know the conditions were very trying, and they were often exposed to shelling and aerial 
bombardment as they went about trying to save the lives of the soldiers before them. 
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We also need to remember the women and children left behind. It is extraordinary when we think that at that 
time in most families the male was the breadwinner of the family, and when they left to fight, the women were 
left to raise their families without their breadwinner. I cannot imagine the difficulties they encountered in doing 
that, just in simple things like putting food on the table. They would have been very, very difficult years for 
those women. Then there was the whole aftermath of the war and those who did not return. Women did not have 
their husbands, sons, fathers and brothers return, and those who did had to deal with the aftermath of the injuries 
sustained and the emotional trauma they experienced. It is all a great tragedy. It is really important that we take 
the opportunity on Anzac Day to remember all of that and understand the level of sacrifice that was made for us. 
We often hear about the larrikin spirit of Australians and how that played an important part in surviving the 
horrors of trench life. I cannot imagine anything that would pull me through surviving the horrors of trench life. 
What those soldiers went through is extraordinary. If the larrikin spirit of Australians helped pull them through, 
then that is a great thing about Australians. Most of us in this room will have seen the movie Anzacs and Paul 
Hogan in his usual larrikin spirit. I watched that movie recently with my father just before he died. It was one of 
those things that I did with dad to spend time with him. I watched the movie and thought how on earth could 
those men find humour in what they were doing, but I suppose part of the human condition is to survive what is 
faced, and it is great that somewhere along the way that was put into the Australian psyche and certainly got so 
many of our soldiers through that very difficult time. 

Today there is greater support in the community for commemorating Anzac Day and recognising the sacrifice 
that was made in not only the Great War, but also subsequent wars in which Australians have fought. However, I 
do not think we are doing well at recognising the sacrifice of current service men and women. We do not 
remunerate them properly or provide the support that they need when they return from service. We have a long 
way to go in addressing those issues. All that was brought home to me when my nephew decided to enlist in the 
Army Reserve. There is nothing like having a family member join the services to bring this home to a person. He 
was 18 years of age when he signed up and I cannot imagine what it would have been like for the mother of a 
14-year-old sending a son off to war. How those young boys coped with those conditions is quite extraordinary. 
In commemorating those who have fought, we also need to reflect on what more we can do for those who are 
currently serving, and for those who have served and returned with injuries that mean they are no longer able to 
serve, many of whom will find other employment very difficult as well. We have a very long way to go before 
we have reached a level that gives them the due respect, acknowledgement and support that they need. 

I will quickly make note of the fact that the Returned and Services Leagues of Australia right throughout 
Western Australia need to be recognised for the enormous work they do in supporting returned soldiers and their 
families. Busselton has a very active RSL, as the President and Hon Robyn McSweeney will agree. They do 
great work in supporting the returned soldiers in that area and their families. I will also mention very quickly that 
the Busselton Historical Society has spent hundreds if not thousands of hours taking down the oral history of all 
the soldiers who live in Busselton and have served in various wars. This will go into a book and it is very 
important work. I am sure that other historical societies across the state are doing similar work. It is important to 
get that history down while we can. I also encourage members of the community to support the RSLs because, 
with the ageing population, a number of them are struggling to attract younger members. It is important that they 
are able to continue to do the good work that they are doing. 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [11.05 am]: I, too, would like to congratulate Hon Sue Ellery and 
Hon Robyn McSweeney for bringing this motion to the house today so that we can talk about the Anzac Day 
centenary. It is a very good thing. When I was sworn in as a member of Parliament, within the first month I was 
given the opportunity and the honour of unveiling a plaque for the HMAS AE2 in Fremantle on behalf of Hon 
John Day. I did not really know what the AE2 was all about, but I soon learnt. After unveiling the plaque I came 
into this house and made a speech on it. I invited to this house the Western Australian Consul General for Turkey 
as well as different people from the Department of Defence. I will not repeat that speech, but it was definitely a 
pleasure. Just so that everybody knows what I am talking about, the AE2 is a submarine that still sits in the Sea 
of Marmara. Captain Stoker decided that he would not hand the submarine back to the enemy so he decided to 
sink it. 

I would like to talk about some work that I am doing on restoring an old gun battery that was part of Australia’s 
coastal defence. War still affects people in Australia. Even the Second World War still affects people in 
Australia. My grandfather, who died of lung cancer, was based in New Guinea. My father said he was a very 
distant man when he came back from the war, so my father did not receive the affection one would normally 
expect from a father. I understand that through the relationship I have had with my dad, but I am definitely 
correcting it in my relationship with my two sons. War affects families, and we need to acknowledge that it still 
affects people today. Hon Sue Ellery talked about Vietnam. My mum was based in Williamstown. She used to 
watch the soldiers coming back from war and they were a mess. My father did not enlist but he used to like to go 
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to the mess hall and talk to all the young ladies at Williamstown, and hence, I am here—but that is another story 
for another time. 

Everybody in this house realises that I love Rockingham and have a very close association with it. I have been 
watching our gun battery falling away for the last 35 years. Point Peron was part of the Fremantle fortress that 
went as far north as Swanbourne and as far south as Point Peron. That whole Fremantle fortress was built 
because of the big risk of Japan taking over Australia. I thought it was time to actually do something, so my wife 
and I decided that maybe it was good to concentrate on a project and leave something behind before we go back 
in the box — 
Several members interjected. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: One day when I go in the box—I hope it is not too soon and I have a bit more time! We 
started work on that project and one of the things I feel strongly about is having a private memorial there at 
which soldiers and loved ones can reflect, because we do not have anywhere that is private, especially for our 
troops returning from the Middle East. I had to form a rehabilitation committee before we could start this work. 
On 3 February this year we formed a committee and people from the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the City 
of Rockingham, Naragebup, the RSL, Cedar Woods, the south west group of councils and the Royal Australian 
Artillery Historical Society of WA now sit on that committee. The deputy director general of DPaW sits on that 
committee, so I have Albert Jacob to thank for helping us out with that. The committee is working on a master 
plan to rehabilitate that whole area and eventually turn the gun batteries into a museum. It is my wish that it will 
be the largest display or exhibit showing the coastal defences of this country that has ever been seen in Australia. 
Recently, Operation Sandstorm brought a bunch of young people down to dig out the operations bunker. They 
took out about 10 tonnes of sand. This caught the eye of the Department of Defence and also the 11th/28th 
Battalion. Last Friday, the brigadier rang me and said that they are going to send 20 soldiers down to Point Peron 
on 2 May and they will dig out the other two ammunition bunkers. That will be in Army time—Army hours—so 
it is a very big ask. Scouts and cubs are coming down to cook a barbecue and feed the soldiers. We will have all 
the sand out of all the bunkers so we can get on with restoring the area. If members are around on 2 May and 
they want to come down and see a bunch of soldiers digging out some bunkers, they should go for it. I think they 
are calling it Operation Sandy Shovel. 
Wars are awful. I do not like wars; no-one should like wars. They definitely should not be glorified—I agree 
with Hon Peter Collier. In World War I we lost 16 million people, and in World War II we lost over 60 million 
human lives. That is a lot of people to die. 
On 18 March next year, the Gary Holland Community Centre will be turned into a museum for a week. There 
will be memorabilia as well as storyboards about Australia and its coastal defence primarily against the Japanese. 
It will be one of the largest exhibits ever seen in Australia. The Department of Defence is so impressed that it is 
sending the director of the Australian Army History Unit, Dr Roger Lee, to open it, at his cost. That is quite an 
ask as well. I am collecting a lot of memorabilia from that wartime era. My office is now a gun battery, Mr 
President. I should acknowledge that Hon Brian Ellis and Hon Rick Mazza have also made donations towards 
that display, being some short magazine Lee–Enfield rifles that of course are deactivated. 
What is amazing from what I have learnt so far is that a lot of Australians died on Australian soil as well as 
overseas. When the Japanese bombed Darwin on 19 February 1942, we lost close to 250 Australians, but the 
government did not want to say anything and kept it quiet. It never released the truth about what happened until 
three months later. Another 88 Australians died in Broome when again the Japanese were trying to take over 
Australia. I will not go into it because I do not have the time, but there is a real story about the deaths and the 
attacks on Australia that just has not been told. There is so much information. With the support of the committee 
and the volunteers who are helping me, I am basically going to tell that story correctly and make sure that 
everyone knows. That museum will be not only a centrepiece for Western Australia, but also a place for anyone 
who wants to come to Australia to find out exactly what happened and what is on display. I am very passionate 
about it. It is definitely something that I want to do. I am so passionate about it that I am pouring my own money 
into the project. We are about $40 000 short at the moment and I am still spending, but I believe that what I am 
doing is the right thing. I look forward to having all members down there next year on 18 March if they are free. 
If members are in Rockingham and they want to come to my office to look at the display I have got there, they 
should not worry that I am a Liberal member of Parliament. Anyone is welcome, and it would be nice to have 
them visit. 
HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [11.14 am]: I rise to join in the debate on the motion moved by 
Hon Sue Ellery to recognise the significance of the 100th anniversary of the ANZAC landing at Gallipoli and to 
support the continued recognition of Anzac Day as a solemn commemoration of the sacrifices of all service men 
and women. I will not read the rest of the motion, but I note that it is one of those moments in this chamber when 
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we come out of our political trenches to join together in a respectful debate about the contribution that others 
have made to this country, rather than often having political fights or trying to slap ourselves on the back. 
Like the Leader of the House, I attended Anzac Day services as a scout many, many years ago. One of the things 
we used to do regularly was attend the Anzac Day services at the RSL homes in Mt Lawley. Sadly, I have to 
report to the house that I was not as strong as the Anzacs, and I would regularly faint and then be taken into the 
care of the wives, in particular, and even the Anzacs, and they were genuine Anzacs. They were people who had 
served during the First World War. We would also have a cup of tea and often have chats with these lovely 
people. Sadly, the children of today will never have the experience of meeting the people who were actually 
there during the First World War and who lived through the loss of life and the impact on their families. In any 
of the war memorials, even in places such as Wanneroo, people will see a family name not just once, but in some 
cases four or five times because four of five members of the same family were lost in the conflict of the First 
World War. 

As a result of attending those Anzac ceremonies and witnessing the discipline that those diggers showed at those 
ceremonies—they would all continue to stand as I fainted—I learnt to respect things such as the Australian flag. 
To this day, I still cringe at the way in which some people treat the Australian flag and allow it to touch the 
ground or use it in ways that I do not agree with. Having said that, comments were made earlier about the 
glorification of war. Like Hon Sue Ellery, I grew up in the period of the Vietnam War and, in my family, my 
older brother turned 18 in the year in which the decision was made by the government to withdraw from the 
Vietnam War. At that time, Anzac commemoration services were very different from the services we have today. 
However, as I said, I readily participated in them at the time. I think it is for the better that those changes have 
occurred and that the way in which we acknowledge and commemorate Anzac Day today as a result of that 
makes us stronger as a nation. The spirit of those diggers that I used to meet at the Mt Lawley RSL homes is the 
spirit that carries on in the days of Anzac. 

Earlier this week, on Tuesday, I attended one of the school Anzac Day ceremonies at Currambine Primary 
School. Two people gave a speech. One was a current serving officer, Flight Lieutenant Daniel Hodgson of 
No 453 Squadron of the Royal Australian Air Force, and the other was a veteran from the Wanneroo–Joondalup 
RSL sub branch, John Duffy. I particularly noted and asked for a copy of Daniel Hodgson’s speech because I 
thought some fantastic points were being made to the students in that speech. I want to take the opportunity to 
quote some of the elements of his speech in the chamber this morning. He pointed out that it was because of the 
way in which those Australians and New Zealanders fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula and the way in which they 
faced the hardships and dangers that confronted them that Anzac, which was initially a set of initials, changed 
from being initials to become a word. I will now quote directly from his speech. It states — 

The actions of the first Anzacs forged what has become known as the Anzac spirit. It is the Anzac spirit 
that is the driving force behind all Australian servicemen and women ever since. 

He then went on to point out to the students in the audience that it is not to just the serving men and women that 
we can apply that Anzac spirit. He identified three compelling qualities of the Anzac spirit. The first one was — 

The Anzac spirit represents a sense of purpose and direction. The original Anzacs knew what they had 
to do and also understood how dangerous and difficult it would be. Yet, they got on with the job and did 
not let the difficulties stop them from obeying their orders. It is true that the whole campaign did not 
achieve what was hoped for, but the soldiers stayed on the ground until their leaders decided it was time 
to withdraw. 

He pointed out that those students could apply that to their everyday lives, to the work that they do in school or 
the chores that they do at home for their parents. No matter how difficult they are, they should continue to 
persevere and push aside those difficulties to accomplish the task. 

Secondly, he identified that the Anzac spirit represents an acceptance of responsibility. Again, I want to quote 
Mr Hodgson, who said — 

Take responsibility for everything you do. It is easy to say “I did that” or “That’s my work” when 
everything goes right. However, we all know that sometimes, things don’t go right. Sometimes you do 
something which is against the wishes of your parents and teachers. Remember the Anzac spirit and 
take responsibility for what you are doing. Don’t play the blame game! 

I think that is a really good message. It is great to be able to acknowledge achievements, but also to accept 
responsibility for being wrong. Finally, the third Anzac spirit that he identified for the Currambine Primary 
School students was a sense of compassion, and that this is summed up in the Australian experience as mateship. 
He went on to talk about how they should treat their fellow students. He encouraged them to follow the Anzac 
spirit and said — 
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If you do this, not only will it make you a better person, but you will be keeping the faith with those 
who put the word Anzac into our language. That way, you will be helping to make sure that the Anzac 
spirit is always a part of life in Australia. 

Mr President, those are messages for the students at Currambine Primary School, members of this chamber and 
the general community that I think we should all acknowledge, and I wanted to make those comments today. 

Like many members, I have watched some of the television programs on the Anzacs and I do not think we can 
forget the loss of life. Last night, I was moved watching a show that pointed out that although, as we all know, 
the Armistice occurred on the eleventh hour of 11 November 1911, a serviceman lost his life at 10.58 am on that 
day, two minutes before the Armistice took effect. That was only one of many hundreds of thousands of lives 
lost in that conflict. We all have stories of family members. When researching an Anzac Day speech, I had never 
realised before and discovered that my great-uncle Richard Erskine Travers, a captain in the 2nd/22nd Australian 
Infantry Battalion, lost his life by beheading at Rabaul. He was the commanding officer in a prisoner of war 
camp and had refused to instruct his officers to do something that the Japanese had told him to do, and was taken 
out and made an example of in front of every other officer there. I acknowledge not just his loss of life and the 
effect that it had, but everyone who has lost a loved one through war in the past. 

Last week, I was on the radio with the honourable member for Forrestfield talking about the name for a future 
federal seat in Western Australia. We had a debate about whether it should be named Tonkin, which is a very 
noble name, or Court. It was intended to be a lighthearted debate, but maybe in this Anzac centenary year, we 
can come out of the trenches and look at naming that new federal seat after one of the great Western Australian 
Anzacs. I think that should be done in consultation with the Returned and Services League of Australia, but the 
name that jumps readily to mind is Hugo Throssell. He was a Victoria Cross recipient of Western Australian 
origin. If we could put partisanship aside and come to some agreement on that issue, it would be a great way of 
continuing the Anzac spirit. As we always say on Anzac Day, and as we have done today in this chamber: we 
will remember them. 

The PRESIDENT: Before I go to the next speaker, I welcome to the public gallery people who I believe from 
my notes are from the City of Fremantle Seniors Big Day Out. Is that correct? Or is it a public tour? I welcome 
the public tour to the Legislative Council for a debate on the significance of Anzac Day. 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.25 am]: I also rise to 
support Hon Sue Ellery’s motion. Every Anzac Day is special; however, as has been said by all the speakers 
before me, this coming Anzac Day is even more so given its significance as the 100th anniversary of the Anzac 
landing at Gallipoli. On Saturday, across Australia, services large and small will be held at the many hundreds of 
war memorials and RSL halls that dot the Australian landscape. As has been said by other members, Anzac Day 
is a day of reflection. It is a day of remembrance of the many thousands of service men and women who 
answered the call and stepped out from the safety of their homes and gave selfless service and, for many, their 
lives in defence of Australia and our allies. For example, we remember the 32 000 soldiers in World War I who 
trained at Blackboy Hill in my electorate before serving overseas. We remember that in over a century of 
conflict, thousands and thousands of Australians have lost their lives. They were never to return to the safety of 
their homes, and to their families and loved ones. Of those who did come home, so many returned injured and 
around 37 000 suffered as prisoners of war, including one of my relatives. 

For me, and those Australians of my generation and younger, we can only imagine the horror of such conflict. 
As I think Hon Adele Farina said, it is so difficult to truly comprehend what it was like to be in the trenches, to 
be surrounded by enemy fire or to lose a mate in battle. 

All of us would have family members who served in one capacity or another; a number of members have 
mentioned this. For me, two grandfathers and three great-uncles served in World War II, in the Air Force and the 
Army. Earlier today, my father recalled to me my great-great-uncle Aubrey White who enlisted in World War I. 
Aubrey was one of those men who was too young to enlist—he was only 14 years old—but got around it by 
enlisting under his older brother’s name. Amazingly, he got away with it. He served on the Western Front and 
thankfully returned home at the end of the war. As a mother, I cannot even fathom a 14-year-old boy—he really 
was just a boy—going to war. It is unimaginable. 

As other members have indicated, we should not forget that Anzac Day enables us to also remember and 
recognise women who served, albeit not on the frontline. Another relative, Aubrey’s cousin, Janet White, trained 
as a nurse. She travelled to England and joined the Queen Alexandra’s Imperial Military Nursing Service or the 
Queen’s Own Nurses as I believe it was known. She served in Durban and on hospital ships during the Great 
War. She re-enlisted in the Second World War, and served in Egypt and Europe. These relatives, much like 
thousands of other Australians, served selflessly to ensure our freedoms in this country were never taken away. 
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This coming Saturday, Australians will gather in unity to acknowledge and honour the Anzacs. I saw the end of a 
documentary about World War I on SBS last night in which the presenter said, and I agree, that we feel a 
connection to this generation. They helped to make us who we are—and for that we are forever grateful. As the 
plaque on the Kohima War Memorial reads — 

When you go home 
Tell them of us and say 
For your tomorrow 
We gave our today 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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